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				Preface

				Throughout history, a believer did not need logical proof to believe in Almighty God. This is because the spiritual proof was always enough to admit the existence of Almighty God and to submit to Him. Finding Almighty God is not a mathematical equation that needs to be proven. Rather, it is a spiritual feeling due to a call from inside a human being. The relationship between Almighty God and humans is spiritual rather logical.

				However, with the advances in science and technology, this spiritual relationship decreases. Nowadays, modern man is looking for logic and scientific answers to many questions relating to Almighty God and religions. In fact, nonbelievers or atheists are not the only ones looking for answers to these types of questions; believers also want to increase their faith and remove doubts from their hearts. 

				The main objective of this book is to provide logical answers to questions relating to belief in Almighty God, creations and Islam as the last heavenly religion. These questions are grouped under several topics, namely: 1) Almighty God, 2) the creation, 3) the soul, 4) the hereafter, 5) the destiny and freedom in choices, 6) the holy Quran and 7) the Islam. 
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				The main feature of this book is that the author provides logic flowcharts with each presented question relating to the different topics. Each logic flowchart has three phases: a start, a process and an end. 

				We start the book by logically answering questions relating to the existence of Almighty God. Does Almighty God exist? Can nature create itself? Is nature god? Do life and universe need a designer? Or can they come to existence without a designer? Some people may say we believe only in science, but can science create? Can scientists create a human being in the lab? Can this happen in future? If Almighty God has created everything, then who created Almighty God? Does deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) prove the existence of Almighty God or does it prove the opposite? Are there several gods or is there only one? Why is there only one god? What is the logic to believe in only one god?

				Then we move to the topic of creation. We try to understand the secret of life in a logical way. Why do we live? What is the purpose of this life? Why has Almighty God created us and put us in this world? What is the purpose of creating the whole universe? Both good and evil exist in our lives, but why has Almighty God created evil? Why not only good? Would our lives be better if evil had not been created?

				A human being cannot be just a physical matter. Otherwise, we would be like stones, rocks or sand. There should be a spiritual part in us, which is responsible for thinking, feeling, imagining, memorising, etc. Thus, does the soul exist? What is the difference between the soul and the spirit? What is the proof of the existence of soul? Is the soul affected by time? Does the soul die when the physical body dies? 

				We further investigate the logic behind the need for the hereafter, paradise and hell. Is there proof of a next life after death? What is the logical proof for the hereafter? Do 
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				paradise and hell exist? Will non-Muslims go to paradise or hell?

				Another important question is related to destiny and freedom of choice. If Almighty God knows everything and decides on everything, why would He judge our deeds? Do we choose our deeds or are they written for us? What are the things that we can choose and what are the things that we cannot choose?

				The holy Quran is the last heavenly book revealed to prophet Mohammed Peace Be Upon Him (PBUH), after the Zabur revealed to Dawud PBUH, the Torah revealed to Moses PBUH and the Bible revealed to Jesus PBUH. Was the holy Quran written by the prophet Mohammed PBUH? Has prophet Mohammed PBUH copied the holy Quran from the Bible and the Torah? What is the miracle of the holy Quran? What is the logical proof that the holy Quran is from Almighty God?

				The last topic in this book deals with the Islam. We provide logic answers to the following questions. Why Islam as religion? Why is Mohammed PBUH chosen to be prophet? Why is the prophet Mohammed PBUH the last messenger of Almighty God? Is the Tawaf (revolving around the house of Allah in Macca) a sort of worshipping stones? 

				In Arabic language, the name ‘God’ is ‘Allah’. We will use the word ‘God’ and ‘Allah’ interchangeably in this book, i.e. there is no difference in meaning between ‘God’ and ‘Allah’. However, the word ‘god’ starting with lower case does not necessarily mean ‘Allah’. It is used in a general sense. We will add SWT (Subhanahu Wa Ta’ala, which means ‘Glory to Him the Exalted’) after the word ‘Allah’ and PBUH after the name of a prophet.

				Quran verses are cited by chapter and verse numbers. For example, [37:96] means chapter 37, verse 96, and in case 
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				of multiple consecutive verses, [82:10-12] means chapter 82, verses 10 to 12. 

				The English translation of Quran verses presented in this book is mainly based on Shakir, Pickthal and Abdullah Yusufali from the following websites:

				http://quran.al-islam.org/ and https://www.searchtruth.com/

				The Hadith (sayings or records of traditions of the prophet Mohammed PBUH) translation is mainly from the website:

				https://www.searchtruth.com/
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				0	Introduction

				Islam is a religion that invites believers and nonbelievers to think, understand, use logic and be rational to believe in Almighty God, recognise Him and remember Him. Islam is the last heavenly religion, which combines the spiritual belief with human intellect. It makes use of humans’ intellect to support and strengthen their belief. The holy Quran is the last heavenly book, after the Torah and the Bible, revealed from Almighty God. It invites people to think about the creation of heavens and earth in order to recognise the creator and discover His greatness:

				[3:190] Most surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night and the day there are signs for men who understand.

				The term ‘men who understand’, refers to people who use their intellect, think logically and are rational. The word intellect or mind (in Arabic ‘Akal’) has been mentioned in the holy Quran 49 times, which indicates its importance. Thinking about the creation, and recognising how great it is, indicates and confirms the greatness of the creator. Furthermore, understanding the creation leads to belief in one god. After thinking and understanding, these people, who are mentioned in the above verse, remember Allah SWT and supplicate to Him.

				[3:191] Those who remember Allah standing and sitting and lying on their sides and reflect on the creation of the heavens and the earth: Our Lord! You have not created this in vain! Glory be to Thee; save us then from the chastisement of the fire.
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				Thus, the holy Quran talks to people who think and use their mind, which is the general feature of all human beings of different levels. This indicates that the message of Islam is addressed to the intellect of all humans. 

				This universe is a great, perfect and complete system that indicates the infinite power of the creator. Allah SWT talks to people logically through the holy Quran and talks to their intellect:

				[23:115-116] What! Did you then think that We had created you in vain and that you shall not be returned to Us? So exalted be Allah, the True King; no god is there but He, the Lord of the Throne of Honour! 

				Unlike other creatures, such as birds and animals, human beings were given the ability to think. Allah SWT chose humans for the test in this worldly life and gave them the freedom to choose between good and evil. Thus, only humans possess intellect, allowing them to recognise and worship Almighty God. 

				Worshipping Almighty God is not only done by praying and fasting, but also by remembering Him and thinking about His creations. Thinking is strongly related to seeking knowledge. Therefore, the holy Quran asks people to seek knowledge in all sciences and indicates that most people fearing Allah SWT are the scholars, who possess knowledge.

				[35:28] And of men and beasts and cattle are various species of it likewise; those of His servants only who are possessed of knowledge fear Allah; surely Allah is Mighty, Forgiving.

				The first verses revealed to the prophet PBUH were about knowledge, reading, learning and teaching. 

				[96:1-5] Read in the name of your Lord Who created. He created man from a clot. Read and your Lord is Most Honourable. Who taught (to write) with the pen. Taught man 
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				what he knew not. 

				The holy Quran encourages people to seek knowledge, not only in religion, but also in all different kinds of sciences. By asking people to look, consider and investigate the heavens and earth, it encourages them to explore the universe and research into astronomy and geology.

				[7:185] Do they not consider the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and whatever things Allah has created, and that may be their doom shall have drawn nigh; what announcement would they then believe in after this?

				The holy Quran also directs people to seek knowledge in human science, medicine and biology, by mentioning many verses describing the creation of human beings.

				[86:5-7] So let man consider of what he is created. He is created from a gushing fluid. Coming from between the backbone and the ribs.

				Similarly, thinking about plants, palms and trees, and how they grow from earth, open the door for research and investigation in the science of food and agriculture.

				[80:24-32] Then let man look to his food. That We pour down the water, pouring (it) down in abundance. Then, We cleave the earth, cleaving (it) asunder. Then, We cause to grow therein the grain. And grapes and clover. And the olive and the palm. And thick gardens. And fruits and herbage. A provision for you and for your cattle.

				The words ‘look’ and ‘consider’ in the above verses direct people to investigate and seek knowledge in these diverse topics of sciences. Knowledge is infinite and what we know so far, and what we will know in future is very limited indeed. When the prophet PBUH was asked by the Jews about the soul, the following Quran verse was revealed to indicate that the knowledge given to people is very little. 

				[17:85] And they ask you about the soul. Say: The soul 
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				is one of the commands of my Lord, and you are not given aught of knowledge but a little.

				The human intellect is used to distinguish between good and evil, right and wrong, and to decide on different aspects of life and to choose directions. Every person has a different level of intellect. As Allah SWT is the most just, He will judge people according to their level of intellect.

				The prophet PBUH mentioned that the actions of three kinds of people are not recorded, one of them a lunatic till he is restored to reason. 

				In Sunan Abudawud, the prophet PBUH said: There are three (people) whose actions are not recorded: a boy till he reaches puberty, a sleeper till he awakes, a lunatic till he is restored to reason. (Book #38, Hadith #4388)

				This clearly means that only people possessing intellect are responsible for their deeds. People who do not have intellect will not be judged for their deeds. However, as mentioned above, all humans possess intellect, but with different levels ranging from very low to very high. Therefore, the holy Quran talks to people who have intellect.

				[41:53] We will soon show them Our signs in the Universe and in their own souls, until it will become quite clear to them that it is the truth. Is it not sufficient as regards your Lord that He is a witness over all things?

				The realisation of human being can be classified into two categories, namely, the visible world and the invisible world (the world of the unseen). The visible world is realised through the five physical common senses, which are hearing, sight, taste, touch and smell. However, the world of the unseen can only be realised through mind, intellect and messengers of Almighty God. Allah SWT is Knower of both worlds.

				[59:22] He is Allah, than Whom there is no other Allah, the 
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				Knower of the Invisible and the Visible. He is the Beneficent, Merciful.

				[72:26-27] The Knower of the unseen! so He does not reveal His secrets to any, Except to him whom He chooses as a messenger; for surely He makes a guard to march before him and after him.

				The mind can be used to identify the unseen when its effect can be identified. For example, we use our mind to identify electricity, but we do not see it, as we just see its effect. Similarly, we do not see Almighty God, but we can identify His effects in the amazing creations of human being and universe. This is the reason why more than 1,300 verses in the holy Quran talk about the creation of man and universe. These verses clearly invite people to think and use their intellect to recognise Allah SWT. 

				When the effect of the unseen cannot be identified, the mind will not be able to work and the need of messengers from Almighty God becomes necessary. Therefore, Allah SWT has sent messengers throughout history to guide people to the right path. 

				The relationship between the mind and the revelation from Almighty God is essential and cannot be ignored. It is like the relationship between sight and light. Without light, the eyes are not able to see anything and a person becomes like a blind. Similarly, without revelation, the mind will not be able to recognise Allah SWT. Therefore, the mind is like sight and the revelation is like light. The mind has two tasks related to the revelation. The first one is to confirm that the revelation is from Allah SWT and the second one is to understand the revelation correctly without prejudicing it. 

				As Muslims, we believe that only Allah SWT has the knowledge of the world of the unseen and He reveals some of this knowledge through His messengers. However, this 
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			information of the unseen is not against the intellect and does not cancel it. Rather, it is above the intellect because the intellect of people is limited, but the unseen is unlimited and the knowledge of Almighty God is infinity. 

			There is a big difference between being against the intellect and being above the intellect. Being against the intellect will cancel the mind and stop people to think. However, being above the intellect opens the door for the mind to think and seek more knowledge. This is why the holy Quran is above the intellect of human being, but it is never against it.

			The statement ‘I see, I believe’ means believing in the visible world and disbelieving in the world of the unseen. This statement, in fact, cancels the intellect of humans, therefore it is against the mind and is not a logical statement. We believe in lots of things around us, but we do not see them. We believe in oxygen in the air, but we do not see the oxygen. We believe in electricity, but we do not see electricity. We believe in radio waves and other waves, but we do not see them. Therefore, we believe in these unseen things by using our mind and logical thinking, and realising their effects.
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