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Introduction

Mississippi, The Magnolia State, situated in the Deep South of the United States,
is an intriguing destination. It is a state where African Americans suffered heavily
from the slave trade, their exploitation on the countless cotton plantations, the
terror invoked by the Ku Klux Klan, and the government's segregation policies. It
was in Mississippi that the blues was born, the music that has had such a big in-
fluence on all the popular music that has come after it. This Odyssee Travel
Guidebook, Mississippi: Blues & Civil Rights, considers the state's history of slav-
ery, racism, the struggle for civil rights, and the music that bears witness to those
struggles. While traveling, you will experience the past, present and future of the
blues in museums and historical places, but also at festivals and in clubs, cafes
and juke joints where the blues is alive and attracting a new audience.

Civil rights museums, demonstrations, boycotts and sit-ins in small towns and
large cities tell the story of resistance and hope, a story that resonates in the
blues. This guide also describes New Orleans, Louisiana and Memphis, Ten-
nessee, two other cities associated importantly with both Mississippi's blues and
the struggle for civil rights.

About this guidebook

Mississippi is described in four chapters:

m the vast Delta with its cotton fields and Clarksdale;

m the wooded and hilly North and bustling Memphis;

m the Southwest, with Vicksburg, Natchez and the capital Jackson;

m the coast with its white sandy beach, seaside resorts and swinging New Or-
leans.

The guidebook contains sidebars with biographies of the most important blues
musicians and Black activists. The bios conclude with a reference to videos on
YouTube (YT) and, as far as the blues is concerned, suggestions for (available)
albums.

The guidebook starts with a short outline of Mississippi (landscape, population,
politics and government, and Odyssee's Highlights) and ends with the chapters
Background Information (history of Mississippi and of the Delta Blues) and Prac-
tical Information (transportation, sleeping, eating and drinking, and other prac-
tical considerations).

The addition {FB} in descriptions of clubs, festivals, etc. means that actual infor-
mation can be found on their Facebook page.

Road numbers are indicated between braces {}.

As a bonus, the Spotify playlist Odyssee Mississippi Blues provides you with four
hours of fantastic blues from Mississippi. This playlist doubles as a musical tour
guide when you are on the road in Mississippi, or just traveling there in your
imagination.

I hope you enjoy this Odyssee Travel Guidebook!

Leo Platvoet



Table of contents

Mississippi

Exploring Mississippi 7

Odyssee's Highlights 11

Mississippi Delta

Exploring the Mississippi Delta 14

Clarksdale and the Northern Mississippi Delta 15
Mid-Delta 33

Southern Mississippi Delta 44

Memphis and North Mississippi

Exploring Memphis and North Mississippi 63
Memphis 64

Hills 78

Pines 96

Jackson and Southwest Mississippi

Exploring Jackson and Southwest Mississippi 105
Jackson 106

Southwest Mississippi 119

New Orleans and Coastal Mississippi

Exploring New Orleans and Coastal Mississippi 135
New Orleans 136

Coastal Mississippi: The Secret Coast 143

Background information
History of Mississippi 150
History of the Delta Blues 157

Practical information

Transportation and accommodation in Mississippi 160
Practical ABC 162

Blues glossary 165

Index 167

Sidebars

Muddy Waters: bought a one-way ticket to Chicago 18
Pinetop Perkins: blues brother up to the age of 97 23
John Lee Hooker: "Democrat Man" until his death 25
Sonny Boy Williamson II: restless and eccentric 28
Son House: passionate bluesman 30

Memphis Minnie: loved and feared 32

Amzie Moore: prolific civil rights organizer 38
Charley Patton: the first star of the Delta Blues 39
Fannie Lou Hamer: powerhouse 40

Big Bill Broonzy: respected in the Netherlands 42
Jimmy Reed: successful with his "easy-listening" blues 47



B.B. King: global icon of the blues 49

Albert King: powerful guitar playing and a velvety voice 50
Emmett Till: "His name will be a legend we all know" 57
George W. Lee: "Pray that you come out of this hell" 60
Martin Luther King Jr.: "The world was all up in flame" 71
R.L. Burnside: searched for the edges of the blues 81
James Meredith: a brave game changer 84

William Faulkner: remained faithful to his homeland 85
Mississippi John Hurt: subtle blues 91

Elmore James: hard-hitting slide guitar 93

Skip James: reluctant blues phenomenon 93

Howlin' Wolf: assertive, powerful bluesman 98

Big Joe Williams: apostle of acoustic blues 100
Freedom Summer murders 101

Otis Spann, blues brother of Muddy Waters 110

Medgar Evers: icon of the civil rights movement 115
Tommy Johnson: sold his soul to the devil first 120
Robert Johnson: shrouded in mystery 122

Willie Dixon: poet of the blues 125

Richard Wright: writer, communist and anti-racist 130
Natchez Trace Parkway: Mississippi’s green trail 133
Buddy Guy: rousing vitality 134

Supremacist resistance 154

Blues as a protest 159







Mississippi

Exploring Mississippi

Cotton is blooming in the Mississippi Delta

The state of Mississippi is named after the mighty Mississippi River which
defines the western border of the state. The river is also responsible for the
characteristic landscape of the state, the wide river delta marking the west-
ern part of Mississippi. The Delta plays an important role in Mississippi his-
tory: its fertile soil fed extensive cotton fields, cultivated by enslaved people
originally brought from Africa. This set the stage for the birth of the blues as
well as many landmark events in American civil rights history.

Mississippi has approximately three million inhabitants and covers an area
of over 48,430 sq miles/ 125,433 sq km. It is part of the Deep South of the US
and is surrounded by the states of Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee and Al-
abama.

Landscape

The Mississippi Delta extends on both sides of the river, as it passes through Mis-
sissippi, Arkansas and Louisiana. In the north it forms a wide plain from Mem-
phis to Vicksburg. Between Vicksburg and Natchez, the Mississippi Delta narrows
and recedes into a slightly hilly landscape.

The rest of Mississippi also consists of lowlands, although the northeast and east
are characterized by green, often forested hills: the Hills and Pines regions. The
highest point in the state is Woodall Mountain (807 feet/246 meter) in Northeast
Mississippi. In the Northeast, around Aberdeen and West Point, the black fertile
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soil is called the Black Prairie and is part of the Alabama Black Belt.

The coast, located along the Gulf of Mexico, consists mostly of an artificially con-
structed sandy beach, intersected by bays and swamps.

Other major rivers include the Big Black River, the Pearl River, the Yazoo River and
the Pascagoula River. Large lakes, which are actually man-made reservoirs, in-
clude the Ross Barnett Reservoir, Arkabutla Lake, Sardis Lake, and Grenada Lake.

Climate

Mississippi has a warm maritime climate with long hot summers and short mild
winters. The summer lasts about four to five months, with an average maximum
temperature around 84 to 93 degrees F (29 to 34 degrees C). From July to De-
cember, there is a risk of hurricanes moving from the Gulf of Mexico into Missis-
sippi, sometimes with disastrous consequences. The enormous amounts of rain-
fall due to hurricanes and tropical storms regularly cause flooding. There is also
an average of 27 tornadoes per year in Mississippi, a quarter of which are severe.
The most reliable weather forecast, including all kinds of extremes, is provided
by the National Weather Service: www.weather.gov, for the cell phone:
www.mobile.weather.gov

Weather in Mississippi (Jackson)

Jan |Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug |Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

Max. temperature (F and C) 55/13 |60/16( 70/21|77/25| 84/29 | 90/32 | 91/33|91/33|88/31|79/26(68/20|59/15
Daily hours of sunshine 5 6 7 8 g 10 9) 9 8 8 6 5
Days of rainfall 4.1 9 10 8 9 9 41} 10 9 6 8 10

Ocean temperature (F and C) 63/17 |63/17| 64/18|70/21| 77/25 | 82/28 | 84/29|86/30|84/29|77/25(72/22|66/19
source: www.klimaatinfo.nl

Temperatures (in F and C), days and hours are monthly averages.

Local deviations may occur. The ocean temperature regards the Gulf of Mexico (Gulfport).

Flora and Fauna

The north and east of Mississippi are mainly covered with conifer forests. In the
northeast corner of Mississippi, it is mainly hardwood deciduous trees that domi-
nate the landscape. Swamps are common. Although the Delta was covered with
forest and swamps until 1835, it is now defined by cotton fields interspersed with
willows and cypresses. Nut trees, amber trees and elms are also common. There
is an extraordinary variety of plant species in the state, with over 3,000 identified
species on record.

Bison, cougars and wolves have disappeared from the landscape. Deer are now
the largest animals still around. Foxes, raccoons, possums, skunks, marmots, and
weasels can also be spotted. Crocodiles, turtles, water snakes and frogs live in the
coastal swamps. The state is home to non-venomous garter snakes as well as the
venomous coral snake, water moccasin and diamondback rattlesnake.

This area is inhabited by more than 400 bird species including waterfowl, pheas-
ants, pigeons, cuckoos, vultures, storks, larks, swallows, nuthatches, hawks,
kingfishers, spoonbills, cranes, owls, and eagles. The Mississippi River is an im-
portant migration route for geese, pied sandpipers, terns, gulls, and many species
of ducks. Mussels and 63 different kinds of lobsters can be found in the wetlands,
especially along the coast.


https://www.mobile.weather.gov
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National Forests

Mississippi has six National Forests: Holly Springs (N of Oxford), Tombigbee (W
of Columbus), Delta (SE of Rolling Fork), Bienville (S of Forest), Homochitto (SE
of Natchez) and De Soto (between Gulfport and Hattiesburg).

These forests serve different purposes: ecological reserves for rare plants and ani-
mals, recreational use by people (hiking, fishing, hunting, canoeing, picnicking,
camping, bird watching) and commercial use for timber. A permit is needed for
some activities, including hunting and fishing. Requirements may vary with each
forest and it is strongly recommended to inform yourself in advance:
www.fs.usda.gov/main/mississippi

Mississippi: Absorbing All Waters
The Mississippi is the second-longest
river in the US after the Missouri River
(which actually flows into the Missis-
sippi). Its source is at Lake Itasca in
Northern Minnesota and the river

travels for 2318 miles/3730 km where

it flows into the Gulf of Mexico. The
name is of Native American origin:
Misi-ziibi ("absorbing all waters") be-
cause the Mississippi is fed by hun-

dreds of tributaries in a watershed that
stretches from the Rocky Mountains in
the west to the Appalachians in the

east. For thousands of years, Indige-
nous tribes inhabited its banks. With the arrival of Europeans, the river became
an important transportation and trade route. From the 19th century on, steamers
transported agricultural and industrial products along and across the river. Gain-
ing control of the Mississippi by the Union forces at the battle of Vicksburg was a
decisive turning point in the Civil War. During the 20th century, the construction
of levees, dams, and locks changed the wild river into a human-controlled water-
way. But the elements will not always be controlled. The Great Mississippi Flood
of 1927 was the largest river flood event ever in the US. The Delta was particu-
larly affected: 27,000 sq miles/70,000 sq km was flooded, 700,000 people,
mostly African Americans, were left homeless and 500 people drowned. More
levees, locks and dams were constructed after the disaster but floods continue to
this day.

Agriculture is the biggest polluter of the river. The numerous plantations and
farms along the river make tackling pollution "from the source" difficult.

The river is the subject of many books and songs. Mark Twain is the best-known
writer who was inspired by the river and its surrounding communities. The flood
of 1927 inspired blues singers like Memphis Minnie (When The Levee Breaks) and
Charley Patton (High Water Everywhere).

Mississippi River at Natchez


https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/mississippi
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Population

Nearly three million people live in Mississippi. In 1900, there were 1.5 million and
in 2000 2.8 million inhabitants. Demographers foresee a decline in the near fu-
ture due to the weak economy. The largest cities are the capital Jackson

(167,000 inhabitants), Gulfport (72,000) and Southaven (54,000), a suburb of
Memphis. Demographically, white people make up 58% of the population, fol-
lowed by African Americans at 37%, the highest percentage of African Americans
of all the states. All other groups, such as Hispanics, Asians, and Native Ameri-
cans comprise around 1% of the population. The number of white people is
slowly decreasing while the Black population is slowly increasing. Most Euro-
Americans have English or Scottish roots.

English is the dominant language. Spanish is spoken by 1.9% and French by
0.4%.

Mississippi is known as the most religious state in the US: 59% of the population
considers itself very religious. In contrast, 14% adhere to no religion at all. Chris-
tians are by far the largest group (83%), dominated by Protestant congregations
(77%). Other religions comprise around 0.5%. Mississippi has over 6,000 unmar-
ried gay or lesbian couples, 33% of whom have at least one child - the highest
rate in the US.

Politics and Government

The state of Mississippi, like the federal government of the United States, has a
separation between executive, legislative, and judicial powers. The governor,
who is directly elected by its citizens, leads the executive branch. The legislature
is made up of the House of Representatives with 120 members and the Senate
with 52 members. There is a state court system including Circuit Courts, Courts of
Appeal and a state Supreme Court. The 82 counties in the state have their own
administrations.

Republicans have been the dominant party in the state since the 1970s. Of the six
representatives in the United States Congress, five are white Republicans; the
one Black Democrat represents the Delta in the House of Representatives. In the
2019 elections, the Republican Tate Reeves was elected governor with 52.2% of
the vote. Republicans also dominate the State House and Senate with around
60% of the seats.



	Publishing Information
	Introduction
	Table of contents
	Mississippi
	Exploring Mississippi
	Landscape
	Climate
	Flora and Fauna
	National Forests
	Mississippi: Absorbing All Waters
	Population
	Politics and Government

	Odyssee's Highlights
	Blues Museums
	Civil Rights Museums
	Attractive City Centers
	Graves of Blues Icons
	Rock 'n' Roll / Soul
	Beautiful Nature
	Record Studios
	Blues Festivals
	Juke joints / Blues clubs
	Varied


	Mississippi Delta
	Exploring the Mississippi Delta
	Clarksdale and the Northern Mississippi Delta
	Clarksdale
	Delta Blues Museum
	Delta Avenue and Yazoo Avenue
	Issaquena Avenue
	The New World
	Red's Lounge and Riverside Hotel
	Muddy Waters log cabin / Stovall Plantation

	Clarksdale
	Lyon
	Hopson Plantation
	Marks
	Vance
	East of Clarksdale
	Friars Point
	Helena
	Delta Cultural Center
	King Biscuit Time
	Biscuit Row

	Helena
	Clayton
	Tunica
	Tunica
	Robinsonville
	Robert Johnson
	River Park
	Son House

	Gateway to the Blues
	Walls

	Mid-Delta
	Tutwiler
	Sumner
	Glendora
	Emmett Till Historic Intrepid Center (ETHIC)
	The place where Emmett Till's body was found

	Parchman Farm
	Merigold
	South of Clarksdale
	Cleveland
	Grammy Museum
	Blues as an art
	Chrisman Street

	Cleveland
	Dockery Farms
	Ruleville
	Shaw
	Rosedale
	Benoit
	Scott

	Southern Mississippi Delta
	Greenville
	Greenville
	Leland
	Leland
	Dunleith
	Holly Ridge
	Indianola
	B.B. King Museum
	Club Ebony
	Church Street
	Minnie Cox

	Indianola
	Greenwood
	Center
	Baptist Town
	Civil Rights History Sites: Stokely Carmichael
	Museum of the Mississippi Delta

	Greenwood
	The three graves of Robert Johnson
	Money Road - Greenwood
	Quito
	Morgan City

	Birthplace of B.B. King
	Money
	The murder of Emmett Till

	Hollandale
	Hollandale
	Rolling Fork
	Rolling Fork
	Mayersville
	Inverness
	Belzoni
	Belzoni
	Yazoo City
	Yazoo City


	Memphis and North Mississippi
	Exploring Memphis and North Mississippi
	Memphis
	Beale Street
	Memphis Music Hall of Fame
	Beale Street between 2nd Street and B.B. King Boulevard
	Rock 'n' Soul Museum
	Handy Park
	Withers Collection
	W.C. Handy Home & Museum

	Main Street
	Center for Southern Folklore
	Cotton Museum
	Blues Hall of Fame

	National Civil Rights Museum at the Lorraine Motel
	I AM A MAN Plaza
	Slave Haven Underground Railroad Museum
	Sun, Stax and Graceland
	Sun Studio: the birthplace of rock 'n' roll
	Stax Museum of American Soul Music
	Graceland
	More Elvis info

	Graves of blues musicians
	Midtown Memphis
	Memphis

	Hills
	Nesbit
	Hernando
	Coldwater
	Senatobia
	Grave of Mississippi Fred McDowell
	Como
	Harmontown
	Holly Springs
	Ida B. Wells-Barnett Museum

	Rust College
	Holly Springs
	Oxford
	University of Mississippi
	Rowan Oak: William Faulkner's Home

	Oxford
	Pontotoc
	New Albany
	Union County Heritage Museum and William Faulkner

	Tupelo
	Elvis Presley Birthplace
	More Elvis
	Shake Rag
	Civil Rights Heritage Trail

	Tupelo
	Grenada
	Belle Flower M.B.Church
	Magic Sam

	Grenada
	Avalon
	Tchula
	Ebenezer
	Bentonia
	Blue Front Cafe
	Jack Owens

	Bentonia
	Canton
	Freedom House Canton Civil Rights Museum


	Pines
	Columbus
	Columbus
	West Point
	Howlin' Wolf Blues Museum

	West Point
	Aberdeen
	Aberdeen
	Crawford
	Macon
	Philadelphia
	Blues marker Otis Rush

	Choctaw Reserve
	Philadelphia
	Meridian
	MAX
	Meridian Civil Rights Trail

	Meridian
	Forest


	Jackson and Southwest Mississippi
	Exploring Jackson and Southwest Mississippi
	Jackson
	Farish Street
	Smith Robertson Museum and Cultural Center
	Around the Amtrak railway station
	Capitol Street and surrounding area
	Woolworth sit-in
	Greyhound Bus Station
	Old Capitol Museum
	Read-in at the Eudora Welty Library
	March Against Fear

	Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
	Museum of Mississippi History
	Malaco Records
	Medgar Evers Home & Museum
	Student protest
	Jackson State University
	Tougaloo College

	Jackson

	Southwest Mississippi
	Crystal Springs
	Hazlehurst
	Raymond
	Birthplace of Charley Patton
	Vicksburg
	Catfish Row Art Park
	Washington Street
	Michel's Record Shop
	Frank Crump: math teacher and activist
	Civil War

	Vicksburg
	Port Gibson
	Fayette
	Natchez
	The Natchez Burning
	Ealey Brothers
	Natchez Museum of African American History and Culture
	The assassination of Wharlest Jackson
	Forks of the Road
	Grand Village of Natchez Indians

	Natchez
	Ferriday
	Lettsworth


	New Orleans and Coastal Mississippi
	Exploring New Orleans and Coastal Mississippi
	New Orleans
	Jazz and blues
	French Quarter
	New Orleans Jazz Museum

	Treme
	Congo Square
	Louis Armstrong Park
	Le Musée de f.p.c.

	Magazine Street
	Tipitina's
	New Orleans

	Coastal Mississippi: The Secret Coast
	Bay St. Louis
	Pass Christian
	Gulfport
	Biloxi
	Ocean Springs
	The Shed Barbeque & Blues Joint
	The Mississippi Coast
	Hattiesburg
	1964 Freedom Summer Trail
	Vernon Dahmer: If you don't vote, you don't count.

	Hattiesburg
	Laurel
	Lauren Rogers Museum of Art

	Laurel


	Background information
	History of Mississippi
	Indigenous Americans (American Indians)
	European Colonial Period and Slavery (1540-1812)
	Rise of the cotton and slavery institutes (1812-1861)
	Civil War and Reconstruction (1861-1877)
	Segregation, Racism and Migration (1877-1950)
	Emergence and flourishing of black resistance (1950-1970)
	Standardization (1970-present)

	History of the Delta Blues
	Fertile ground
	Juke joints and race records
	The Blues had a baby and they called it rock 'n' roll
	Living Blues


	Practical information
	Transportation and accommodation in Mississippi
	Transportation
	Air
	Car
	Train
	Bus

	Sleeping
	Eating and drinking

	Practical ABC
	Blues radio stations
	Blues TV
	In case of emergency
	Internet and Wi-Fi
	Maps
	Mississippi Blues Trail
	Money
	More reading
	National Holidays
	Travel documents
	Voltage
	Tourist Office

	Blues glossary
	Blues
	Bootlegging
	Bottleneck (slide) guitar
	Chicago Blues
	Chitlin' Circuit
	Country Blues
	Diddley bow
	Juke joint
	Library of Congress
	Mississippi Saxophone
	Mojo
	Moonshine
	Sharecropper
	Shotgun house (also called One Shot Shack)

	About the author
	Leo Platvoet
	Thanks to
	About Odyssee Travel Guides
	Updates


	Index
	Index


